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   In our communities, we often find individuals who go above and beyond in order to make our lives 

better. At MAPS, we want to celebrate what theyõve done for the Portuguese speakers ð and you get 

to choose who weõll be honoring! Weõre already accepting nominations of award recipients for our 

2012  Awards Gala, our fundraising event of the year, to take place April 28, 2012, at the Marriott 

Hotel in Cambridge. Gala award nominations can be submitted by September 9, 2011, at 5 pm, and 

information is available through the Gala links at www.maps-inc.org or by calling (617) 864-7600.  
   On April 30, 2011, nearly 350 people attended MAPS Awards Gala 2011 and were welcomed in a 

glamorous red carpet reception also at the Cambridge Marriott Hotel. Guests mingled during the so-

cial/cocktail hour, bid on nearly 60 items in the Silent Auction section, enjoyed an elegant banquet 

and applauded five noteworthy community members who received the annual MAPS awards. Execu-

tive Director Paulo Pinto and Board President Sarah De Oliveira thanked everyone for their support 

of the Gala.  

   Hosting this year's Gala were WBZ Radio's Anthony Silva and MAPS Board Member Elizabeth 

Chaves, who also co-chaired the event, along with MAPS Case Manager Antonia Alves. 

More about the Gala on page 2  
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SAVE THE DATE! 

MAPS 2012  Awards Gala                 
April 28, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.maps-inc.org


Voz da Comunidade is a quarterly publication of MAPS. Please contact us at (617) 864-7600 or email rleahy@maps-inc.org: Voz da Comunidade é 

uma publicação trimestral da MAPS. MAPS Executive Director (Diretor Executivo) Paulo Pinto; Dir. Of Development & Communications (Dir. de 

Desenvolvimento e Comunicações) Lois Josimovich; Editor Renan Leahy.  Deadlines for newsletter submissions by issue:  

Spring ï March 1; Summer ï June 1; Fall ï September 1; Winter ï December 1 
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Staff updates  

Alessandra Lopes, Domestic Violence Prevention Advocate in Lowell, is now also the Womenõs Health Educator for the 

Breast Cancer Prevention Program in Allston, taking over from Ione Andrade, who is investing in a new career. Alirio 

Pereira is the new Driver Alcohol Education Program Coordinator, as well as Facilitator, taking over for Antonia Alves. 

 

Recent Funding Announcements  

Many thanks to our funders for their ongoing support: City of Cambridge, Community Development Block Grant funding 

for Immigrant Social Services; Boston Public Health Commission for HIV/AIDS Case Management; Susan G. Komen for 

the Cure,  for Breast Cancer Prevention; Tufts Health Plan Foundation/Cambridge Community Foundation and Sailorõs 

Snug Harbor for MAPSõ Cambridge Elder Services Program. 

2011 Awards Recipients 

   The MAPS Jorge Fidalgo Community Service Award was presented to Sis-

ter Elisete Signor, of the Scalabrini Community Center at the St. Patrick's 

Parish Church in Everett. 

   òBeing a nun does not always involve only the spiritual side of me, but it 

also completes my human side,ó  she said.  

   Dorothea Clinton (right), received the MAPS Mary & Manuel Rogers Life-

time Community Service Award.  

   òI am deeply honored to receive this award,ó she said. Sadly, Mrs. Clinton 

passed away a few weeks after the Gala (see box below). 

   The MAPS Manuel N. Coutinho Outstanding Volunteer Award was pre-

sented to Crisolita Pontes-Alves, Director of Global Recruiting for Bain & 

Company.  

   òI believe that community service is one of the most exciting and reward-

ing kinds of work we can do,ó said Pontes-Alves, whose husband, Dr. Jean 

Alves, is a previous MAPS award recipient. òIt brings great satisfaction.ó 

   At the 2011 Awards Gala, MAPS launched a new awards category - the 

MAPS Álvaro Lima Outstanding Business Award, to honor businesses that 

make the lives of the Portuguese-speaking communities easier. In its inaugu-

ral year, the award was presented to the man who bears its name. While ac-

cepting his award, Álvaro Lima pointed out the great contributions of Brazil-

ians and other immigrants to the US economy, and the importance of civic 

leadership.  

   The highest award bestowed every year by MAPS, the MAPS Person of the 

Year Award, was presented to youth advocate Felipe Matos (right), a Brazil-

ian student from Miami, FL. In 2010, Matos walked along with three other friends 1,500 

miles from their home city to Washington, DC in defense of the DREAM Act. 

   "We have to be courageous, we can't sit anymore," said Matos "The time now is here for all 

of us to stand up. Stand up for your communities!" he urged, to a standing ovation. 

   To read the full article about our 2011 Awards Gala and for more information about the 

award recipients, award categories and past recipients, please visit www.maps-inc.org. 

   All photos by BRAPPAS and Jose Ronaldo (O Favorito). 

In Memoriam, Dorothea Clinton  

   It is with great sadness that MAPS informs the community the passing of our dear friend 

and 2011 Mary & Manuel Rogers Lifetime Community Service Award recipient Dorothea 

Clinton on June 4, 2011, at age 70. Mrs. Clinton was a former President of the Cambridge Organization of Portuguese 

Americans (COPA)ñone of the two agencies that merged in 1993 to form MAPS. She will always be remembered for her 

outstanding work and great example of commitment in helping our communities in Massachusetts. In lieu of flowers for 

the funeral, the family has suggested that donations may be made in her memory to MAPS.  

Sister Elisete Signor Dorothea Clinton 

Crisolita Pontes-Alves 
Álvaro Lima  
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MAPS OFFICES (ESCRITÓRIOS DA MAPS) :   CAMBRIDGE /SOMERVILLE (617) 864-7600   

ALLSTON  (617) 787-0557    DORCHESTER (617) 825-5897   LOWELL (978) 970-1250   FRAMINGHAM (508) 872-2652 

 

   MAPS Launches New Endowment Fund in Memory of Antonio and Isabella Lomba  

   MAPS has launched a new fund in its Endowment to support youth programs, thanks to 

donations from Board member Mary Ann Lomba, her family and friends in memory of Ms. 

Lombaõs parents.  The health and social service agency started the new Antonio and Isa-

bella Lomba Family Fund in May with approximately $2,000 in donations. 

 òIt is fitting that an Endowment fund at MAPS to support youth be created in the 

names of Antonio J. and Isabella V. Lomba,ó their children said in passing on the dona-

tions.òThey never had the opportunity to pursue higher education themselves, but they 

were tireless in their efforts to stress the importance of education to the younger genera-

tions who were born in this country, as well as to those emigrating from the Cape Verde 

Islands. They always believed that we should help the next generation become better than 

the current generation, providing more resources and opportunities than they had.ó   

 Antonio Lomba passed away in 1984 and Isabella in January of this year. MAPS Ex-

ecutive Director Paulo Pinto said the agency was very grateful to the Lombas and their 

friends for establishing the new fund, which joins 13 other funds in the MAPS Endowment 

managed by the Greater Lowell Community Foundation (www.glcfoundation.org).  

 Anyone wishing to make additional donations to the new fund or to any other fund within the MAPS Endowment 

may send payments to:  MAPSõ Endowment, 1046 Cambridge St., Cambridge, MA 02139.  A new fund can be started with a 

donation of $1,000 or more.  More information and copies of the MAPS Legacy Guide are available by calling the Develop-

ment Department at (617) 864-7600 or by visiting http://www.maps-inc.org/participate/endowment/.                 

     MAPS Helps Enroll Uninsured Children as Part of Month -Long Statewide Challenge   

 MAPS and 65 other organizations in Massachusetts were recognized on June 14 for jointly enrolling 1,479 previously 

uninsured kids in health care coverage during the month of May. We  joined a statewide challenge sponsored by Health 

Care For Allõs ògot coverage? Health Coverage for Kids and Teensó campaign.  Through the dedicated efforts of MAPS and 

its counterparts across the state, Health Care For Allõs enrollment challenge far exceeded its original goal of insuring 500 

children in May.  

 While Massachusetts boasts the highest coverage rate in the nation, there were still thousands of uninsured children 

living in Massachusetts before the statewide challenge. Participating enrollment groups found that many parents do not 

insure their children because the rules are often confusing and they are not sure how or when to reenroll their kids in 

health care coverage each year. Health Care For All has asked the 66 organizations to continue to keep these children con-

nected to care by advising parents about ways to keep them enrolled. The enrollment organizations will receive educa-

tional outreach materials, including bookmarks and magnets, which detail the steps consumers must take in order to 

maintain coverage. MAPS has stepped up to this second challenge and will make sure families keep their health insurance.  

 òWeõre very pleased with the results of this initiative, but thereõs still much more to do,ó said MAPS Executive Direc-

tor Paulo Pinto, MPA. òWe wonõt rest until every child has proper access to health care to grow and thrive.ó  

 

MAPSõ Cambridge Office is under 

construction!  

Weõre updating our reception area to make it even 

more accessible, to save  energy costs and use space 

better. Thanks for your patience while we improve the 

office.  

http://www.glcfoundation.org
http://www.maps-inc.org/participate/endowment/
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 Hundreds of People Followed MAPSõ Two Floats at the 2011 Boston Pride Parade 

 Not even the wet, chilly weather in Boston in the morning and early afternoon of Saturday, June 11, faded the 

bright colors and cheerful mood of the crowd that took over the cityõs streets for the 2011 Pride Parade. Thousands of 

people gathered under the light rain to participate in and to support the event, which this year brought the message of 

Equality for Everyone. MAPS was also present at the Parade, with two beautifully decorated floats, each one represent-

ing one of the organizationõs special programs for men: Siliga, focused on Portuguese speakers, and Ambiente Latino, 

designed for Spanish-speaking men.  

 òThere were at least 400 people following each one of our floats,ó estimates Washington Ramos, MAPS Menõs 

Health Educator. òThey came for the upbeat music we played, the fun participants we had in our group and all the 

information that we had to give out during the Parade.ó 

 Ramos, along with other Health Educators and volunteers from MAPS, distributed hundreds of educational mate-

rials regarding sexually transmitted infection prevention and treatment, as well as free condoms and lubricants. The 

participants could also get informational material on how to contact MAPS team for a more personal assessment and 

referrals. To contact MAPSõ programs for men, please visit www.siliga.com, www.facebook.com/

ambientelatinoprogram or www.myspace.com/mpowermentlatinoprogram.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAPS Stands Up Against Sexual Assault  
 

      MAPS Domestic Violence team as well as other staff recently completed training on sexual assault provided by 

the Boston Area Rape Crisis Center (BARCC), one of MAPSõ partner agencies in the fight against violence. MAPS 

recently received a grant from the federal office on Violence Against Women to form a coalition with other sexual 

assault assistance providers in the areas of Boston and Lowell, to improve services to Portuguese speaking survivors 

of domestic violence and sexual assault. 

       Besides its longstanding advocacy to end domestic violence, MAPS also stands up against sexual assault. This 

past May, Osvalda Rodrigues, Director of the Lowell Office and MAPS Family Services, traveled to San Antonio, 

TX, to attend a National Conference on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.  MAPS was one of over 50 agencies 

in the United States represented in this conference, presented by the federal office on Violence Against Women. 

        Earlier this spring, MAPS, as a member of Jane Doe Inc. (the Massachusetts Coalition against Sexual Assault 

and Domestic Violence), was represented at the State House on April 28 along with Mary Kay Inc. and members of 

the Mary Kay independent sales force to help paint the picture of what's at stake in communities across Massachu-

setts if we do not invest in solutions and services regarding sexual and domestic violence.  The message was clear: to 

build safer communities we need to address the needs of survivors and victims of sexual and domestic violence. Ad-

vocates visited Beacon Hill to raise awareness among lawmakers about the importance of crucial funding for sexual 

and domestic violence prevention and intervention services statewide. They educated lawmakers about the need to 

restore funding to 2009 levels in order to support life-saving counseling, shelter, support groups, education, preven-

tion programs, and other advocacy services.  

http://www.siliga.com
http://www.facebook.com/ambientelatinoprogram
http://www.facebook.com/ambientelatinoprogram
http://www.myspace.com/mpowermentlatinoprogram


COMING SOON  
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Celebrating our National Pride  
 

   On Sunday, June 5, MAPS added style to the Portuguese Parade which flowed 

down the streets of Somerville and Cambridge as part of the 2011 Boston Portu-

guese Festival (BPF) celebration. Staff, Board members, volunteers and clients 

from many different nationalities participated in the parade, carrying the flags 

of the nine Portuguese-speaking countries - Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, East 

Timor, Guinea-Bissau, Macau, Mozambique, Portugal and São Tomé e Príncipe 

-, as well as the American flag. MAPSõ float closed the Parade with fun and the 

music of Bloco AfroBrazil, following a long line of several other floats from 

agencies, organizations, businesses, schools, folkloric groups and community 

members. The events marking the 2011 BPF went on between May and mid-

June. We are now looking forward for the upcoming Cape Verdean Independ-

ence Festival, to take place July 4, at the Boston City Hall Plaza, and the 16th Brazilian Independence Festival, which 

will bring many activities to Massachusetts July 6-11 (information at www.verdeamarelo.org).  

Lowell Seniors go to Horse Show  

   MAPS took 21 Lowell seniors to the Portu-

guese Lusitano Horse Show in Tyngsboro, on 

Saturday June 11, which was part of the BPF. 

Despite the rain, everyone enjoyed the beautiful 

event. The Cambridge Portuguese Credit Union 

(CPCU) provided free transportation from 

Lowell to Tyngsboro. 

Patrick says NO to Secure Communities  
   Monday, June 6, 2011, will now be remembered as a day of victory for the hard-

working immigrant communities of Massachusetts. That was the day when Governor 

Deval Patrick announced he wouldnõt sign the Secure Communities program. The con-

troversial federal program would allow local police officers to report undocumented im-

migrants to immigration officials when arrested even for minor infractions.   

   òWe are very thankful that our governor has heard the requests of thousands of immi-

grants to say no to Secure Communities. This will calm the fears of so many who already 

live in the shadows, and create a safer Commonwealth for all US-born and non-US-born 

residents of our state,ó said Paulo Pinto, MPA, MAPS Executive Director. 

   The refusal to sign the program comes after a series of public meetings where the Pat-

rick administration discussed with the community the pros and cons of the Secure Com-

munities.  

Wonderwoman  

 

   We are very proud to announce that our own Martha Vascon-

cellos, MAPS Domestic Violence Program Supervisor, was recog-

nized on June 20th, in Cambridge, as a hero in our community. It 

was during the celebrations of the 4th anniversary of the Brazilian 

Magazine. Publishers Marcony Almeida and Mark Puleo said 

Vasconcellosõ tireless work and prompt readiness to always help 

domestic violence survivors and bring them to safety make her 

deserving of this recognition. Other awarded heroes were Mariete 

Campiteli, HIV/AIDS Prevention Program Coordinator at Cam-

bridge Health Alliance, and Lidia Souza, an active mom who took 

the pledge of helping children with cystic fibrosis, after her own 

son was diagnosed with the disease.  

http://www.verdeamarelo.org
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     Pensando na Festa de Gala de 2012 após o Grande Sucesso de 2011 

    Em nossas comunidades, encontramos por vezes pessoas que vão além de todos os limites para fazer nossas vidas melhores. 

Aqui na MAPS, fazemos questão de celebrar essas pessoas e tudo o que elas fazem pelos falantes de português ð e é você quem 

escolhe quem vamos homenagear! Já estamos recebendo indicações de pessoas que mereçam ser premiadas em nossa Festa de 

Gala 2012, a ser realizada no dia 28 de abril de 2012, no Marriott Hotel, em Cambridge. As indicações podem ser enviadas até o 

dia 9 de setembro de 2011, às 5 da tarde, e as informações estão disponíveis no site www.maps-inc.org ou pelo telefone (617) 864-

7600.  

   No dia 30 de abril, cerca de 350 pessoas participaram da Festa de Gala da MAPS 2011 e foram recebidas num glamuroso tapete 

vermelho também no Cambridge Marriott Hotel. Os convidados se socializaram e deram os seus lances no leilão silencioso, 

saborearam um delicioso jantar e aplaudiram cinco notáveis membros da comunidade que receberam a premiação anual da 

MAPS. O Diretor Executivo Paulo Pinto e a Presidente da Diretoria da MAPS Sarah de Oliveira agradeceram o apoio ao evento.  

   Os apresentadores da noite foram o locutor da WBZ Radio Anthony Silva e a membro da Diretoria da MAPS Elizabeth 

Chaves, que também foi uma das presidentes do evento, ao lado da assistente social da MAPS Antônia Alves.  

   O prêmio MAPS Jorge Fidalgo de Serviço Comunitário  foi entregue ¨ Irmã Elisete Signor, do Centro Comunit§rio Scalabrini da 

St. Patrick's Parish Church, em Everett. 

   òSer uma freira n«o envolve apenas o meu lado spiritual, mas tamb®m complete 

o meu lado humano,ó afirmou. 

   Dorothea Clinton recebeu o prêmio MAPS Mary & Manuel Rogers de Vida Dedicada ao 

Serviço Comunitário.  

   òEu me sinto profundamente honrada em receber este pr°mio,ó ela disse. 

Lamentavelmente, Mrs. Clinton faleceu poucas semanas após a Festa de Gala. 

(veja quadro ao lado). 

   O prêmio MAPS Manuel N. Coutinho Voluntário de Destaque  foi para Crisolita Pontes-

Alves, Diretora de Recrutamento Global da Bain & Company. 

   òEu acredito que o servi­o comunit§rio ® uma das formas de trabalho mais 

empolgantes e recompensadoras que se pode fazer,ó afirmou Pontes-Alves, cujo 

marido, Dr. Jean Alves, já foi também premiado pela MAPS.  

   Na festa de 2011, a MAPS lançou uma nova categoria de prêmios ð a MAPS 

Álvaro Lima Empresa de Destaque, para homenagear empresas que tornam mais f§cil a 

vida da população de língua portuguesa. Em sua estréia, o prêmio foi entregue à pessoa que 

lhe empresta o nome. Ao receber a homenagem, Álvaro Lima destacou as grandes 

contribuições que brasileiros e outros imigrantes promovem para a economia americana, e a 

importância da liderança cívica.  

   O maior prêmio entregue todos os anos pela MAPS, o de Pessoa do Ano, 

homenageou este ano o jovem ativista Felipe Matos, estudante brasileiro que vive 

em Miami, FL. Em 2010, ele e outros três amigos caminharam 1.500 milhas desde 

Miami até Washington, DC, em defesa do DREAM Act.  

   òTemos que ser corajosos, n«o podemos permanecer sentados,ó ele disse. òO 

momento é agora para que nos levantemos. Levantem-se por suas comunidades!ó 

exaltou, sendo aplaudido de pé.  
   Para ler o artigo completo sobre a Festa de Gala 2011 e para mais informações sobre os premiados, sobre as categorias de prêmios e 

homenageados em edições anterirores, acesse www.maps-inc.org. 

   Todas as fotos são de autoria da BRAPPAS e de José Ronaldo (O Favorito). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memoriam, Dorothea Clinton  

   É com grande pesar que a MAPS 

informa a comunidade o falecimento de 

nossa grande amiga Dorothea Clinton, 

ocorrido no dia 4 de junho de 2011, aos 70 

anos. Ela foi presidente da Cambridge 

Organization of Portuguese Americans 

(COPA)ñ uma das duas ag°ncias que se 

fundiram em 1993 para formar a MAPS. 

Ao invés de flores no funeral, a família 

solicitou doações para a MAPS.  

http://www.maps-inc.org
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Caminhões da MAPS na Parada do Orgulho Gay de Boston 2011     

   Nem mesmo o clima frio e ¼mido de Boston no s§bado, dia 11 de junho, apagou o brilho das cores e da alegria da multid«o 

que tomou conta das ruas da cidade para a Parada do Orgulho Gay 2011. Milhares de pessoas enfrentaram a chuva leve para 

participar e apoiar o evento, que este ano trouxe a mensagem de Igualdade para Todos. A MAPS também participou da 

Parada, com dois caminhões cuidadosamente decorados, cada um representando um dos programas da agência voltados para 

homens: Siliga, especializado em homens de l²ngua portuguesa, e Ambiente Latino, criado para atender a comunidade 

hispânica.   

   òHavia pelo menos 400 pessoas seguindo cada um de nossos caminh»es,ó 

calculou Washington Ramos, Educador de Sa¼de Masculina da MAPS. òEles 

vieram em busca da nossa música animada, dos nossos divertidos participantes 

e das informa­»es que distribu²mos durante a Parada.ó 

   Ramos e dos demais Educadores de Saúde e voluntários da MAPS 

distribuíriam centenas de materiais educativos sobre prevenção e tratamento 

de doenças sexualmente transmissíveis, bem como preservativos e lubrificantes 

gratuitos. Os participantes ainda receberam informações sobre como entrar em 

contato com a MAPS para uma avaliação mais individualizada e 

encaminhamentos. Para entrar em contato com os programas da MAPS para 

homens, acesse www.siliga.com, www.facebook.com/ambientelatinoprogram ou 

www.myspace.com/mpowermentlatinoprogram.   

Celebrando o Orgulho Cultural  
   A MAPS deu um sabor especial ¨ Parada de Portugal, realizada nas ruas de Somerville e Cambridge, como parte das 

comemorações do Boston Portuguese Festival (BPF) de 2011. Funcionários, membros da Diretoria, voluntários e clientes de 

diversas nacionalidades participaram do evento, carregando as bandeiras dos 

nove países de língua portuguesa - Angola, Brasil, Cabo Verde, Timor Leste, 

Guiné-Bissau, Macau, Moçambique, Portugal e São Tomé e Príncipe -, bem como 

a bandeira dos Estados Unidos. O desfile da MAPS fechou a Parada com alegria e 

a batida contagiante do grupo AfroBrazil, seguindo uma longa fileira de blocos de 

outras agências, organizações, empresas, escolas, grupos folclóricos e membros da 

comunidade. A programação do BPF 2011 durou de maio a meados de junho. 

Agora, aguardamos ansiosos os próximos eventos de celebração das nossas 

comunidades: o Festival da Independência de Cabo Verde, a ser realizado no dia 4 

de julho, no Boston City Hall Plaza, e o 16º Festival da Independência do Brasil, 

que trará várias atividades para Massachusetts entre os dias 6 e 11 de julho (mais 

informações no site www.verdeamarelo.org).  
 

Grupo da Terceira Idade de Lowell vai a Show de Cavalos  

   A MAPS levou 21 idosos para o Show Lusitano de Cavalos in Tyngsboro, no sábado, dia 11 de junho, como parte das ativi-

dades do BPF. Apesar da chuva, todos aproveitaram bastante o belo evento. O Cambridge Portuguese Credit Union (CPCU) 

ofereceu transporte gratuito de Lowell para Tyngsboro. 

Governador diz NÃO ao Programa Comunidades Seguras  
   Na segunda-feira, dia 6 de junho de 2011, o governador Deval Patrick anunciou que não vai assinar o programa 

Comunidades Seguras (Secure Communities). O controverso programa federal autorizaria a pol²cia local a encaminhar para 

oficiais da imigração pessoas indocumentadas que fossem detidas ainda que por infrações sem gravidade.  

   òN·s somos muito gratos ao nosso governador por ter ouvido os pedidos de milhares de imigrantes e dizer n«o para o 

Comunidades Seguras. Isso irá acalmar o medo de tantos que já vivem nas sombras, e criar um estado mais seguro tanto para 

americanos quanto para pessoas nascidas em outros pa²ses e que moram aqui,ó afirmou Paulo Pinto, Diretor Executivo da 

MAPS. 

   A recusa do governador ocorreu ap·s uma s®rie de reuni»es de sua administra­«o com a comunidade onde foram 

debatidos pontos positivos e negativos do programa.  

http://www.siliga.com
http://www.facebook.com/ambientelatinoprogram
http://www.myspace.com/mpowermentlatinoprogram

